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SUBJECT: FMG AND NIGER COUP 

REF: LAGOS 3241 

SUMMARY: IN NOTE TO GON, GOWON HAS REAFFIRMED FMG NON- 
INTERFERENCE POLICY AND ENTERED PLEA THAT DIORI COME TO NO 
HARM. END SUMMARY 

1. AS ANTICIPATED REFTEL, FMG AMBASSADOR TO NIGER KONTAGORA 
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COL. KOUNTCHE. NOTE CONSTITUTED REPLY TO MESSAGE BROUGHT 
TO GOWON PREVIOUS DAY BY GON AMBASSADOR TO NIGER LOUTOU. 

2. GOWON REPLY "REAFFIRMED NIGERIA'S POLICY OF NON-INTERFERENCE 
IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF OTHER STATES AND NOTED 

COL. KOUNTCHE'S ASSURANCE THAT MEMBERS OF FORMER GOVERNMENT 
ARE SAFE AND WELL." GOWON APPEALED TO NEW REGIME "TO ENSURE 
THAT FORMER PRESIDENT DIORI AND OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY 
COME TO NO HARM IN WIDER INTERESTS OF AFRICAN UNITY." 

3. ACCOUNT OF MADAM DIORI'S DEATH REPORTED PARA 6 NIAMEY 1 143 
GAINING CURRENCY AMONG FMG OFFICIALS. APRIL 19 DAILY TIMES 
CARRIES SIMILAR ACCOUNT BASED ON NEWSMEN'S INTERVIEW WITH 
COMMANDER ZINDER GARRISON HAROUNA, WHO ADDED FILLIP THAT HE 
BELIEVED IT POSSIBLE THAT MADAM DIORI WAS KILLED BY STRAY 
BULLET FROM PRESIDENTIAL GUARD RATHER THAN SHOT BY ARMY 
ATTACKER. 

4. COMMENT: EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONFIRMS FMG READINESS DO 
BUSINESS WITH NEW GON. AS NOTED REFTEL, CLOSENESS OF RELATIONS 
BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES REMAINS TO BE DETERMINED ON BASIS 
EVOLVING GON POLICIES. 

REINHARDT 
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